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35; +: Propoſed, That it be an Inſtruction to the ſaid Committee, that the 
Number of Men ſpecified in the ſaid Bill do not exceed Twelve Thouſand. - 
: The Queſtion ras pub, Whether ſuch 


* » i 
* 


* is 
* * 3 1 
N 4 3 
— * x % ; 1 - 


= 


It was reſolved in the Negative. 
| „ Contents 5 27. 023 e 1 ebe 71 2370.1 Yin vo Hh 
. Net Content 88. . . 
— —““““ ONE 
1. Becauſe ſo great A Number of Troops as is ſpecified in this Bill was never before 
allow'd by Parliament in time of ſettled Peace, and no Reaſon was given in Oppoſition 
to the Inſtruction, but what, we conceive, muſt equally hold good in all future Times: 
For when can we hope to fee a Seſſion of Parliament opened with more ſatisfactory 
Declarations, and ſtronger Aſſurances of Happineſs and Security, than thoſe oontained 


in his Majeſty's Moſt Gracious Speech from the Throne, on the firſt Day of this Seſſion. 


His Majeſty is therein pleaſed to declare, that his Expectations are fully anſwered; that 


the general Tranquillity of Europe is reſtored and eſtabliſned; that the tedious Work is 
perfected and finiſhed; that the Wounds, which have been long bleeding, are intirely 

healed; that the national Expence will be conſiderably leſſen d, and that the Nation 
Mall reap the Fruits of his Endeavours. In ſuch a Situation of Affairs, we conceive, 


that we could not act conſiſtently with his Majeſty's gracious Diſpoſition to his People, 


5 Aber to the Honour of this Houfe, nor with that Regard we muſt always have for 
the Liberties of our Fellow- Subjects, without endeavouring to reduce the Number of 
Troops ſpeciſied in the Bill. ff nt 71 | 


...2.: Becauſe the ſettled State of Affairs at home, and the grant Duty and Affection his 
aould,' in our Opinion, be a 


Majeſty's Subjects have ſhewn to him, upon all Occaſioiſc, 

full Anſwer to all hy ag that can be 'drawn to july the keeping up ſo great a 
Number of Troops, from any Apprehenſions of a Pretender to the Throne. For, if 
the preſent Circumſtances of this Nation be compared with the Situation of Affairs 
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after the Treaty of Ryſwick, or that of Urrechr,' theſe Kingdoms will be found in- 
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finitely more ſecure in that Particular. In the firſt Period: of Time, the late King James 


was living, who had an 1riſþ Army in his Pay, in Fance; many of his old Servants and 


Soldiers were then alive, and active in England and Scotland; a potent Prince and 


Nation always lupporting him, and ready, at any time, to arm in his Cauſe... As to 
- the ſecond Period of Time, the Pretender was in the Neighbourhood! of France, That 
French King who had maintain'd him and his Family, was till living, and the Pro- 
_ teſtant Succeſſion had not then taken Place; yet, in both theſe Points of Time, half 
the Number of Troops allowd by the preſent Bill was not only thought, by Parlia- 


ment, but, by Experience, found ſufficient for our Security: How little Foundation 


then does there-ſeem to be for continuing ſuch a Number of Forces at this Juncture, 
when the Pretender has been long removed beyond the Alps, and a Prince on the Throne 
of France, who ſeems more intent to make his own Dominions flouriſh by Trade, than, 
out of a reſtleſs Ambition, to diſturb his Neighbours? ? 
Sufficient Reaſons may be drawn, from the preſent Diſpoſition of Affairs, in that 
Kingdom, as well as thoſe of Fpain, to increaſe our Naval Force, but none, in our 
Opinion, for maintaining ſuch an Army at Land. The preſent, Royal Family is now 
. (God be praiſed!) firmly ſeated on the Throne, and nothing can ſhake it, but an Ad- 


miniſtration which ſhall venture to depart from the Principles on which the Act of 


Settlement was founded. That Settlement was founded on Liberty, and, by the 
Nature of Things, myſt be coæval with Liberty, | 
1 ba . | 2 ; : B | | j | 3. Becauſe 
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' that we have not had the ſame Occaſion for a Number of Troops, to defen T us, as thoſe. 


to keep Stat ding Wee uſef of tha Loſs; of thei 
Liberces and ED model B. the ſure Means 'of abe their nb upon them 11% 


4. Becauſe we are fully convince that his Majeſt will reign'the more firmly in 
the Hearts of all his 5 = _ © places his Confidence in them; and we conceive 


it to be an Indignity to him, geſt; that he cannot now be ſecure on the Thrive, 


without che Aſſiſtance age r ſtanding Force, than even his Royal Father” 
tented-with, in the Time of. joe Ot Alth& it ſemd to be the 
ſome — uſed 1 5 the Queſtion, yet we Can ne r*be broug! 
that this Nation is in Danger of being over-run by. any reign Force. 
henſions are, that it can yr rained.» nd inſlaved by the tn 
we are juſtly jealous, from ap perience o former Tunes, maß t 
as the Liberties of the People, may (be found, at length, tc he at their Diſpoſal. 
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J Ecauſe as nen 5 PIE Wienand Tires Hun dred Forty Seßen Men is 
declar d neceſſary by this Bill. But it is not therein declar d, nor are we able, any, 
way; to' ſatisfy ourſelves, 4 whence that Necefſity ſhould ariſe, the Kingdom being 
now (God be prais di) in full Peace, - with e Appreh 
rections at home, or Invaſions from abroad. | 1 7 


2. Becauſe ſo: numerous a Force is near double to at ban ever been Wtow'd Fri - 


this Kingdom, by Authority of Parliament, in Ting 1 95 Tranquility j and bein 
as we conceive, os ways Oy to ſupport, . (we fear) endanger our Coniltitht 
on, which hath never yet been entirely ſubvert 5 8 110 by a tanding Army. | ; 
3. Becauſe the Charge of keeping up ſo. great a Force ought 
. laid on the Nation, already over-burthened with heavy DIG And this Charge 2 con- 
Cebive to be ſtill more —— increas d by the umb 
kept on the Eſtabliſhment, in Time of Peace; a Number 
” = wr 1 commanded by them) than hath ever * been thought requifi te in Ti mes 
e rare on 12277 
4. Becauſs ſuck a Number of: Soldiers diſpers 4; in Quarters {hhous rhout the Kin mY 
may occaſion great Hardſhips; and become very. grievous. to The People, and thereby 
cauſe, or increaſe, their Dilatkaion, and will, probably, ruin many 'of | his ' Majeſty's 
good Subjects, on whom hoy ol be r and Wy ß been , . that 
1 85 greatly impoveriſh: 125 


0 W. Ebor: . Lees . Linti e 


Northam 1 Harcourt. 8 Hereford © 

ps. 3 1 WE 1 Gy Pr. Rain 

e EOS <a 

oa Ce rink. 2 e e 

Briſol : Bute PO % Oxford © 

Ger Gurt, ot Mn 5 

1 1213 — | ; wx x # 

4 3 N. r. 

; ft 4 Th 277 


on the, Rn add, . — the Inroads i their Neighbours, they have been ra] : 


\rmy at my and 
e Crow itſelf, — #1 


; " Y . "Cs. 
33 + * oY 7 — 5 7 M 
5 91 23 C 
* N Pers - 7 Aa \ * ' * 4 


7 


I 1 either of Inſur⸗ 5 


not unneceſſarily Ws "0 


Number of Officers now | 
5 (in Proportion to that 


n ” . af 77 Fa 7 1 » wat 
S 2 Sl „ OO ooo & i 23S rr 
Ls YZ $ 2 5 +7 =, % LT 1 2 7 9 . LL. ; 0 7 3 2 
8 - 6 rg —_ — = P n 
2 2 : — — -»Þ C 


| | 2 | 1 
6 | $ 
L 38 2 
On the BILL. for Re n 5. e ip 5G HRT 
Or or l eig the Duties « on Salt, for the Term therein 
; : 1 b 8 4 1 * 1 . 
sf . i 3 TEN k 1 1 mentioned. 2 . 222 F © ar =p W 119 | 
„ Wwenek= 2 „ 3 : | * » =_ N : os Gd; 3 
% „ 07 $6033 331 Aion O10. 937% niert e 19 999164 l 26d od 1 
' Die — 290 die Martij,. 173 26) 2748 tt FA 7 IF A 5, 
4 1044. 


— — — — 


Tz Order of the Day be 2 read for the 73 e to be a into 75 Committee, upon 


the Bill, entitled, An * revio 
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without the Proviſion deſigned by the Name. there muſt be 2 total Stop put to all 
| Improvements of that Nature; and we are convinced, that, within a few Years, the 
N Lands of England might have been raiſed, by the Uſe of this Mayure, more. than 

double what this Tax will produce to the Government; and, w 1d this 

is a very improper Time to check the Taduſtry of the People, nid; to win 1eir do- 


meſtick Improvements, ſince, we fear, the national Wealth i is not likely to be increaſ 
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Was put thereupon, . 
2 —_— it was reſolved. in the Vene. tee l 
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# Ships, increaſes the Expence c ; 1 Navy, and is a heavy Burthen upon wall 
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ſerve in Parliament, as well as the Qualifications" of the EleQors and the Elefted 
are ſtanding Monuments which ſhew: how early thoſe Dangers began; and the Oppo 


ſince the Revolution, leaves us no longer Room to apprehend the firſt of the A 


; L 4 J 


Moved, That it be an Inſtruction to the ſame Committee, that they do receive a 


Clauſe to reſtrain any Perſon, during the Time he ſhall be employed or concerned in 
the charging, collecting, levying, or- managing any of the Duties to be granted by 


the Bill, from being a returning Officer, or voting, or influencing any EleRor to vote in 
Elections of Members to ſerve in Parliament. | | 
After Debate, 
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ĨJue Queſtion was put thereupon, - 
I.t was reſolved in the Negative. 
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1. Becauſe the Officers employed in the Cuſtoms, in the Exciſe, in other Branches of 


J — * 
7 . 


| the Revenues, and in other Poſts of the publick Service, are already vaſtly numerous; 
they compoſe, in Effect, a ſecond Standing Army, and are, perhaps, in ſome Reſpects, 
more dangerous than that Body of Men properly fo 


o called: The Influence which they 
have in Elctions of Members to ſerve in Parliament has been too often felt to be 
denied ; and we preſume, that Examples are not hard to find, where the Military Forces 
have been withdrawn to create the Appearance of a free EleQtion, and the ſtanding 
Civil Forces of this Kind have been ſent to take that Freedom away. Should we ſuffer 


this Evaſion on the Freedom of Elections to continue, much more to increaſe, it will 


be eaſy, in our Opinion, to demonſtrate,” that one vital Principal of our Preſent Conſti- 
tution, and the Freedom of the Pritiſß Government, muſt be loſt, ſince the Houſe of 


Commons might, indeed, afterwards be a Repreſentative of an Adminiſtration, or of 


one ſingle Miniſter, but could no longer be a true Repreſentative of the People. We 
think ourſelves therefore obliged to oppoſe the Growth of ſo great an Evil, upon every 


a +$. 1 : 


* 


. 


is already too great. 8 „ Be 
2. Becauſe the. very Inſtitution of Parliaments, at leaſt, from the Time when they 
began to be compoſed and held in the Manner, and for all the Purpoſes, they now 


„ 
wn © 


are, the. principal Aim of the Enemies of publick Liberty has been to enable the Crown 


to govern without them, or to corrupt their Members, or to deſtroy the Freedom of 
their Elections. From the ſame Time we may date the conſtant Care which has been 


taken, by the Friends of publick Liberty, to ward off thoſe ſeveral Dangers: And 


the Laws which appear in our Statute Books, for regulating Elections for Members to 


52 
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ſition to them began as early. 'The Form of our Government, as it has been ſettled 


mentioned. The Wiſdom of this Houſe has ſeem d, by rejecting the Penſion Bill three 
times ſucceſſively, to think. the Laws already in Force ſufficient to preyent the ſecond ; 
but the third muſt, in our Opinion, be looked upon to be a growing Danger, and to 
require extream Watchfulneſs againſt the Conſequences of it, as long as the many heavy 
Taxes, and the-preſent Management of the publick Revenues, keep up; in all Parts of 
the Nation, ſuch an exorbitant Number of Receivers, Superviſors, Collectors, and 
other'Tax-Gatherers, who ate maintained by the People, but are ſolely directed by the 
Treaſury, The State of Property, and the Nature of Tenures anciently, the real, 


as well as the pretended Prerogative, in Times more modern, gave to the Crown, 


among other Influences, a very great one in Election of Members to ſerve in Parliament. 
Thanks be to God, and to the Virtue '6f our Pore“ fathers, chis State of Property is 
altered,” theſe 'Tenures are aboliſhed, and theſe Prerogatives are either taken away or 
limited, defined or fixed, by Law; there will remain, therefore, no Means of deftroy- 


ing the Freedom of Elections, except thoſe of Corruption, which, we hope, may 


rendered ineffectual by the Law to which this Houſe-conſented two Seſſions ago, and to 
the intire Satisfaction of the whole Nation, unleſs the Dangers we apprehend ſhould 
ariſe by yarrewt | ſuch Augmentations of the Number of Officers employed in the 
Revenue, without Reſtrictions to prevent them from being returning Officers, or voting, 


or influencing any Elector to vote in future Elections. 
3. Becauſe we apprehend, that if ſich Augmentations, without the aforeſaid Caution; 
are ſuffered to be made, greater Danger will ariſe from this new Influence, to the 
Freedom of Elections, and, by Conſequence, to the Conſtitution of our Government, 


D 


than 


Occaſion; and we apprehend; that every ſuch Increaſe of Officers of the Revenue as 
this Bill imports, is, ſtrictly, ſuch an Occaſion, and therefore we think the Inſtruction 
ſnould have been agreed to, that we might not add to that Evil, which, we conceive, 
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3 l 
than ever did ariſe when Prerogative was carried to the utmoſt Height ; and the Influ- 
ence of the Crown was the moſt ſeverely felt and complained of. We apprehend, that 
this exorbitant Number of Officers may, one time or other effect the Deſtruction of 
thoſe Liberties, - for the Preſervation of which the Taxes were given, which theſe 
Offers are employed to collect. We apprehend, that, by conſenting to the Increaſe 
of theſe Officers, without Reſtriction, we ſhall contribute to ſuch an Influence as may 
* mote fatal to Liberty than thoſe which were formerly acquired, becauſe it will 


the Effect of a Parliamentary Eſtabliſhment, and will make its Way the more ſurely, 


by making it indire8ty, foctetly, and ſilently, + 


arſdal- 0 Coventry : 
ff '' Tweedale 


Warrington © DE ey to 
da  Shaftsbury ' ' Winchelſeaand © © 
\. Maſham  ' Nottingham. © © 
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On the AC for Reviving the Duties on 


DIE 3tia vice locta oft Billa, entitled, An Act for reviving the Duties on Salt, 
for the. Term tberein mentioned. :. © 5 e 
The Queſtion was put, Whether this Bill ſhall paſs? 
IIt was reſolved in the Affirmative, e 
1. Becauſe this Tax hath been found, by long Experience, to be moſt grievous to the 


Subject; for which Reaſon the Parliament, upon the Recommendation of his Majeſty. 


from the Throne, choſe to repeal this, as the moſt oppreſſive Part of the Sinking Fund, 
for the Eaſe and Relief of the Subject. It may therefore ſeem very extraordinary, 
that in ſo ſhort a Time, before the People have received much Benefit from it, in a 
Time of Peace, and without any Neceſſity (that appears to us) and when the Supply 
might be raiſed with leſs Charge and Inconvenience within the Year, we ſhould have 


Recourſe to a Tax too odious and oppreſſive to be continued, even for the Payment of 
35 r 13 5 a e 1 


eee, $17 50 cron bored ity ne 3 bs 
2. Becauſe we have reaſon: to believe the Parliament would not have cut off ſuch a 


Branch of the Sinking Fund (which has been eſteemed ſo ſacred and neceſſary) if it 
could have been thought, that it could ever have been applied to any other Uſe; and 


it may give Cauſe to apprehend, that the reſt of the Sinking Fund may, by the ſame 


Means, and to the ſame Purpoſes, be occaſionally diminiſhed, till it is too low to ſatisfy, 


the publick Creditors, and diſcharge the immenſe Debts of the Nation; which Opinion 
(if it ſhould once prevail) would effectually deſtroy the Publick Credit, and involve 
the King and. Kingdom in inextricable Difficulties.. og 

3- Becauſe this Tax, inſtead of being applied to the Payment of our Debts, occaſions 
the Increaſe of them; and, inſtead of raiſing the Supply within the Year, which is al- 
always moſt eligible, even in Time of War, if it can be done, and which Method (if 
it had been taken at firſt and purſued) had left the Nation free and unincumbred to 
us and our Poſterity : We now mortgage the Revenue, in Time of Peace, for a Term of 
Years; tho' but a ſhort one ; but what the People, notwithſtanding, may apprehend 
will be continued and made a Precedent in all Supplies for the future; which Method 
of anticipating the Revenue muſt neceſſarily weaken the Government, by depriving it 
of the Means neceſſary for its Support, in Caſe of any ſudden Emergency of War, 
or other publick Calamity; and, in Conſequence, throw all the Weight of the publick 
Expence upon the landed Intereſt, which will pay dear for the Relief of one Shilling 
in the Pound only in this Year's Land-Tax. MT, 

. 4. Becauſe 


Salt, for the Term therein 
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7. Becauſ 
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The Speakers RRPRIMAND to Sir John Eyles, 
e 


Sir Jobn Eyles, | 
HE Houſe have come to a Reſolution, that you are guilty of a great Irregu- 
larity, as a Commiſhoner and 'Truſtee for Sale of the Forfeited Eſtates for the 
Uſe of the Publick, by impowering Mr. Samuel Allen, Secretary of the Commiſſi- 
oners and Truſtees for the Sale of the ſaid Eſtates, to ſign your Name, when ab- 
ſent,. in order to make up the Number of Commiſſioners and Truſtees required by A& 
of Parliament, to Matters of. Form, in Proceedings under the ſaid Act 
And have impoſed a Command upon me, which is the only one, I can truly ſay, 
that I ever received with any Uneaſineſs in the Place I now fit; not from any Doubt 
of the Juſtice of the Command, nor from any Unwillingneſs in me to obey an Order of 
the Houſe ; but becauſe you, Sir, are unfortunately the Subje& of it, for whom I have 
always had the greateſt Perſonal Regard. F | 
The Offence you are guilty of, having come within the Notice of the Houſe, it was 
impoſſible it ſhould eſcape their Cenſyre, as it had a Reference to a Truſt repoſed in 
you; repos'd by Parliament! the higheſt and moſt ſacred Authority any Subject of this 
Kingdom can a& under! and with a particular Confidence in you, and the others 
join'd- with you, becauſe of the Relation you bore to the Parliament : A Truſt of great 
Importance, and' which required great Pains and Attention to it, and for that a very 
conſiderable Recompence was aſſigned to you out of the publick Treaſure. The Re- 
compence, Sir, . joy d; but the Pains and Attention expected from you, you fail'd 
in, and illegally delegated your Truſt in Inſtances where a falſe and fraudulent Uſe 


» 


- 


has been made of it. | 5 
' But, happy for you, Sir, it appears to the Houſe to have been a Matter rather 
of evil Example, than evil Intention in you; for which Reaſon, the Reſolutions of 
the Houſe, on this Occaſion, have a Mixture of Juſtice and Mercy; and as your Offence 
will always juſtify the Cenſure of the Houſe upon you, let it be your Care, Sir, that 
your future Behaviour always juſtify the Lenity of the Houſe to you. Let the Juſtice 
of the Houſe make you fear, and the Clemency of the Houſe make it a Matter of Sorrow, 
„„ „%%% ÄU ; tk oh aq 
This Senſe, I perſuade my ſelf you have of the Judgment the Houſe has paſs d upon 
you, which is, That I reprimand you for your ſaid Offence, and I do reprimand you 
accordingly. | 5 — Ss "- | boat 


| B's 


Sir John Eyles's RR Ly, after having been reprimanded | 

by the Speaker, purſuant to the Order of the 
' Houſe of Commons, March 31. 1732. 

STR: 2 . 5 

AM very much aſhamed of an Offence that has drawn upon me the Animadver- 
ſions and Cenſure of this Houſe ; an Offence which at the Time of committing it, 

I had ſcarce any Idea of being ſubject to Blame for. I am now made truly ſenſible of 

In, and the ſtrong and lively Colours in which you; Sir, have drawn it, will be to me 
Isa laſting Memento of future Caution. e 5 

The Judgment the Houſe has pane upon me I endure with a dutiful Submiſſion ; 


Jad you, Sir, having ſhewn that Tenderneſs and Humanity which is agreeable to your 
Nature, in pronouncing it, and thereby, in ſome Degree, abated its Rigour, I cannot but 


7 expreſs my grateful and ſincere Acknowledgment to your ſelf, and alſo to the Houſe, 
- for their Favour in not carrying this Cenſure to any further Conſequence, 
i | | ZE 
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Wurchaſed of the South Sea Company. 


apply d. 


EXCHEQUER. 


J. 5. 
Nnuities for long Terms, being the) ö 
Remainder of the Original Sum“ 1837733 
contributed and unſubſcribed to the MER. 
South Sea Company, F 
\nmuities for Lives, with Benefit of) 9 
Survivorſhip, being the original Sum o8 oo 
contributed. „ g 3 OM 15 ; 
\nnuities on two or three Lives, being „ 
the Sum remaining after deducing > 139399 8 
what is fallen in by Deaths. Bt 
nnuities at ol. per Cent. 161108 6 
annuities on Lottery 1710. | 109290 
nnuities on the Plate Act 6 Georgij primi. 312000 
Innuities on the Nevis and St. Chriſto- 37821 5 
pber's Debentures, at *. 4 Cent, „ 
chequer Bills on the Victuallers Act T 481800 
„))) on” TEN 
Witto made out for Intereſt on ge gh "$100. 
exchanged. <1 : e 
ditto for the Supply of the Year 1730. 510400 
Innuities at 3 J. 105. per Cent per Ann. 
for the Year 1731. is, „„ 
E AS T-IN DIA Cn n. 
y two Acts of Parliament 9 Mill. Regi. A 1 
and by two others ry e e ieee 
i n e 
Bank of E NG LAN P. 


In their original 


or cancelling Exchequer Bills 3 Ceongij 
primi Regis. . 


\nnuities at 4 J. per Cent. charged on the 


Funds for Lottery 1714. 
\nnuities for Lottery 1731. 


per Act 9 Georgij primi Regis. 


3 


„ 


S OUT H-SE A C 
n their Capital Stock and Annuities, } © _ 
12. 01 2302203 5 
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Amount of the na- 
tional Debt upon 
Dec. 31. 1730. 


Fund, at g f. ger g 26099098 Ih 
17 
4000000 


Duty on Coals ſince March 25. 171 15 17 ο e 
\nnuities charged on the Surplus of 1 12700 


Y Note, The Land Tax and the Duties 
dn Malt, being annual Grants, are not 
Included in this Account, nor the 


000000 7, charged on the Civil Liſt. 


TO the Caſh of the 1 
Fund, on Dec. 31, 1730, is 

o the Produce of the Sinking Fund 
between Decem. 31. 1730, and 


Co 


A Legacy bequeathed towards pay- 
ing the Publick Deve 6 72 777 


EX C HEUER. Dr. I. «. 


\Decom, 31, 1731. is 5 
On the Aggregatéè Fund. 628359 1 

On the 8 Fund. 4 * 5 

vn the South Sea Company Fund, 66685 14 


40 30187 6 15 


* Encreaſed 


between 
the 31ſt 
of Dec. 


1730, 
and the 
ziſt of 

Decemb, 


1731. 
1 


im che 
N ſaid Time. 


„ . 


fallen in yoo 


fallen in 7116 1 


| 362212 08 102 


1002787 o . 1} 


d. 


| 1000900 | 31302203 


13 4 


Per Contra 


STAT E of the NATIONAL DEBT, provided or unprovided for by Parliament, 
as it ſtood the 31ſt of December 1730, and the 3 iſt of December 1731. Together with 
an Account of the Produce of the Sinking Fund within that Year, and to the Payment 
of what Debts contracted before the 25th of December 1716. the ſaid Fund has been 


| Amount of the na- 
tional Debt upon 
Dec. 31. 1731. 
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1837033 a 
| 108100 


1134282 


161108 


109290 


31 2000 
37821 
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1 481400 


22100 


| 3299990 
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1270000 
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| 1500009 
1750900 


800000. 
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7 64 
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Y Money iſſu- 
ed towards 


diſcharging the 


National 


Debt 


between Dec. 31. 
| 1730, andDe:;31. 


1731. viz. 


By paid the South 


Sea C 


1364799 16 004 


Annuities. 


By Ballance on the 


1364799 16 4 


ompany in 
Diſcharge of ſo 
much of their 
Capital Stock in 


8 364799 16 f 
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